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Statutory Social Housing Assessment 2026 - Background

• The Housing Department is currently preparing the Statutory Social Housing 
Assessment (SSHA) Summary in accordance with Section 21 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.

• The 2026 Summary continues the process of annual assessments of national social 
housing need commenced in 2016. The summaries help identify the level of social 
housing support need nationwide and are an important tool for informing national 
housing policy, including future approaches to local authority social housing delivery 
targets and the profile of property types required.

• The key output of the Summary is the net need figure i.e. the number of qualified 
households on local authority lists whose housing needs have not been met.

• In Fingal County Council 6,604  applicants have been identified to be assessed in 
accordance with the Circular Housing 32/2026.



Statutory Social Housing Assessment 2026 – Who is impacted?

• The Council has contacted certain applicants in accordance with the department’s 

guidelines. Those in scope are applicants who have applied for social housing 

support and have not yet been assessed, or those who have not been reviewed 

since 31st July 2025. 

• Each applicant included in the 2026 assessment must confirm their requirement to 

the Council by completing and returning a submission via the online portal or by 

physical application form.

Please Note: Transfer Applicants, HAP and RAS tenants are NOT included in this 

assessment 



• The selected applicants were contacted 

by letter on 4th September 2026. 

• The online portal went live on 7th 

September 2026.

•  The closing date for completed online 

and paper returns is 19th October 2026.

Statutory Social Housing Assessment 2026 – Key dates for applicants



• Applicants have a total of 6 weeks to submit their assessment documentation.

• A reminder letter will be issued on the 28th September to those who have not yet 
submitted their application, 3 weeks in advance of the closing date of 19th October.

• Housing Staff will engage with applicants via email or telephone call who have not 
replied to the HNA by the above date, however if no contact can be established the 
application for social housing support will be closed. The responsibility to return the 
assessment with any supporting documentation is with the applicants.

• The summary date of the information gathered will be 2nd November 2026 and then 
statutory return of information to the Local Government Management Agency on this 
assessment is to be completed on or before 30th November 2026.

Statutory Social Housing Assessment 2026 – Process Completion


